Frequent firearm-related errors in fiction: A Summary
In older mystery novels, particularly from the mid-20th century, there are numerous instances of authors describing characters "thumbing back the hammer" on automatic pistols like the Colt 1911 .45 semi-automatic before every shot, which isn't how today’s semi-automatic pistols function. This would be for period pieces.
A common mistake is describing revolvers as having "clips" or characters inserting magazines into revolvers. Revolvers use cylinders and can be loaded with speedloaders, but never magazines or clips. 
Magazine vs. Clip: A magazine is a spring-loaded device that feeds ammunition into the firing chamber. A clip is a simpler device that holds ammunition together to aid in loading a rifle such as the old M1 Garand 
However, reader perception can make this less confusing for reader and less of a writer error. I have interviewed booklovers who tell me that they perceive “clip vs magazine” as a size perception thing. Their vision of “clip” is smaller, lighter, and suitable for handguns. A “magazine,” on the other hand is perceived as heavier, larger and suitable for rifles.
If you are writing a book where vintage weapons may play an role, the following should help you:
TIP: Key characteristics that could make for a good plot point about the M1 Garand clip and a number of other clip using rifles from the 1940s and ‘50s
· Holds 8 rounds of .30-06 
· Made of stamped sheet metal
· Remains inside the rifle during firing
· Cannot be topped off (partially loaded clips can cause malfunctions)
· Once empty, the clip is disposable
· When last round is fired, clip automatically ejects with distinctive "ping" sound – which could signal that the shooter is vulnerable to a physical attack.
The most notable rifles that used en-bloc clips include:
Italian Carcano Series:
· Model 1891 and variants
· Used a 6-round en-bloc clip
· Chambered in 6.5×52mm Carcano
· System developed by Ferdinand Ritter von Mannlicher
Mannlicher Rifles:
· Mannlicher M1895 (used by Austro-Hungarian Empire)
· Mannlicher M1888
· Dutch Mannlicher M.95
· Greek Mannlicher-Schönauer
· Used 5-round clips
Japanese Rifles:
· Type 99 Arisaka (modified version of en-bloc system)
· Used a 5-round clip that was a hybrid between en-bloc and stripper clip designs
Pedersen T1E3 rifle:
· American experimental rifle from the 1920s
· Used a 10-round en-bloc clip
· Never adopted for service
While a number of other military rifles of the early 20th century used stripper clips or detachable magazines, these were the main rifles that specifically used true en-bloc clip systems.
The concept largely died out after WWII as detachable box magazines became the standard, offering better reliability and easier reloading.

More examples and common errors:
A persistent mistake involves the description of silencers/suppressors in fiction. Authors often describe them as making guns whisper-quiet with a soft "pfft" sound. In reality, while suppressors reduce noise significantly, a suppressed firearm is still quite loud - often around 130 decibels, similar to a jackhammer.
Another common error involves safety mechanisms. Many authors describe characters flicking off safeties on revolvers - but most modern revolvers don't have external safety catches.
Magazine capacity is often mishandled in fiction. Authors sometimes have characters firing seemingly endless rounds without reloading, or get the capacity wrong for specific weapons. For instance, describing a standard Glock 17 as having a 20-round magazine when the standard capacity is 17 rounds.
The term "double action" is often misused. Some authors describe it as meaning the gun fires two rounds with one trigger pull, when it actually refers to a trigger mechanism that both cocks and releases the hammer with a single pull.
Another interesting error appears in some fiction where characters “cock the hammer” on a modern semi-automatic handgun. Modern Glocks, Smith & Wesson M&Ps, etc.). These pistols don't have external hammers to cock - they use an internal striker mechanism instead.
There's also confusion about the difference between automatic and semi-automatic firearms. Authors and gun owners sometimes describe handguns as "automatic" when they mean semi-automatic.
The mechanics of recoil are often poorly depicted. Authors might describe massive guns like .44 Magnums being fired one-handed with perfect accuracy,  or have smaller characters handling very powerful firearms without any difficulty managing the recoil.
Other concepts that are often misunderstood:
· Revolver Mechanics Revolvers use a cylinder that rotates to align each chamber with the barrel. They cannot accept magazines or clips. They can use speedloaders (which hold rounds in the same pattern as the cylinder) or moon clips (flat pieces of metal that hold rounds together in the correct pattern), but these are different from magazines.
· Safety Mechanisms: Different firearms have different safety systems:
· Glocks use multiple internal safeties but no external manual safety
· 1911-style pistols typically have an external manual safety and grip safety
· Most modern revolvers rely on heavy double-action trigger pulls as their primary safety
· Trigger pull effort typically ranges from four to ten pounds. Accuracy can be increased at lower pull pressure, but at the increased risk of accidental discharge
· Suppressor Function: A suppressed 9mm pistol typically produces around 125-130 dB, similar to a thunderclap. The "pfft" sound in fiction is physically impossible due to the supersonic crack of the bullet.
Rather than risk misattributing specific errors to books, would you like me to focus on any particular aspect of these technical details? Or would you prefer to discuss 
Round Counting:
· Track the number of shots fired versus the weapon's capacity
· Standard capacities: Glock 17 (17+1), 1911 (7+1 or 8+1), Six-shot revolvers
· Watch for characters firing more rounds than their weapon can hold without reloading
Mechanical Impossibilities:
· "Racking" an already-chambered round without ejecting the first one
· Multiple shots from single-action revolvers without recocking
Recoil and Physics Issues:
· Characters firing large caliber handguns (.44 Magnum, .50 AE) one-handed with perfect accuracy
· Shooting while running and maintaining perfect aim
· No mention of hearing damage from unprotected shooting, especially indoors
· Bullets sparking on everything they hit
Loading and Unloading Mistakes:
· Rounds "spilling out" when a magazine is removed (they're spring-loaded)
· Characters loading rounds "backward" into magazines without consequence
· No mention of chambered rounds when clearing weapons
· Mixing ammunition types without malfunction
Technical Terminology Errors
· Referring to all handguns as "pistols" (revolvers are not pistols)
· Using incorrect terminology for parts (hammer or firing pin instead of striker)
Bullet vs Cartridge
Don’t use "bullets" when referring to complete cartridges. You could also refer to them as “rounds of ammo”
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Cartridge Image: Wikipedia, Cartridge (firearms) 
Maintenance and Handling:
· Never cleaning guns after saltwater exposure
· No mention of lubrication or maintenance
· Handling hot suppressors or spent cartridges immediately after firing
Military/Law Enforcement Specific:
· Wrong ammunition types for service weapons
· Incorrect manual of arms for specific platforms
· Misidentifying standard issue weapons
· Wrong capacity for military magazines
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A modem round consists of the &
following:

1. Bulet, as the projecti
2. Cartridge case, which holds all
parts together;

3. Propeliant, for example,
gunpowder o cordie;

4. Rim, which provides the
extractor on the firearm a place to
grip the casing to remove it from
the chamber once fired;

5. Primer, which ignites the
propelant





